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da Vinci, Georgia C'Keefte, and
Picasso, tc a Greek tragecy or a
comedy by Shakespeare, to hear Louis
Armstrong, Mozart, and Okighoma! |
wou'd show them the grace of dancers,
the elegance of a bow passed across
the violin's strings, and the orefundity of
& child drawing a picture of her mother.
And then, after & crash course in our
culture, when they gain insight into our
imaginative life, our truest expressions
of our humanity, | would ask them: "What
is art where you live?" Anc | would
hope to be swept up by their story
And | would hope that we could go on
telling each other our stories long after
they had intended to fly away.

Leonard Nimay
Actor and director

Due to language barriers end other
sociological consicerations, it is highly
uniikely that we will have any success
with verbal communications. | nave
therefore handec the assignment to my
friend, Spock, who is highly skillegc in
nonverbal diplomacy. | have great trust
that he wil hancle matters successfully

Berkeley Breathed
Cartoonist, Bloom County. Outlanc
Priorities would nave 1o be decideq,
of course. Naturally, official victim
status would need 1o be established, a
grievance group founded, and letter-
heads designed. A suitable term for
their minority would need to be
determined even beicre their feet, or
tentacles, or ambulatory hair follicles
reached the ground from their craft.
For instance, "alien of color” or "non-

Us ine Per:gu.-n comgares
viin an extralerresirial

color” if pigment-challenged. The Los
Angeies Times would have to be
nfarmeg of these terms and 1neir
opropriately changed.

t 172t point we could move forward
to nalling gown a merchandising deal,
Anytning else would be small talk,
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Pegro Rosselio
Govarnor, Puerto Rico

Eriendiy star-iravelers arrive. How
do | greet them?

All righz. Let's see,

Well, | gusss | could do worse than
1o give them our standard treatment

“Welcome to Puerto Rico, the
United States’ Island of Ercharimer: in
the Carlboean Sea . . . and—since tnhe
nonor seems to have fallen to me—en
benai® of all Gog's creatures on this
piane:, welcome 10 Earth.”

Assuming iney urdersioco that
much in either Span sk or English. |
might ther be inspired 1c aad |, . .

“Don't take 1his wrong, esteemed
visitors. out your decioedly extra-
terrestrial appearance—coupied with
your magrificent venicle—have giver
me an irresistible idea: Could you

possibly stay around lorg easugh to
do a couple of tourism-promoton
commerciais for us?"

Whnat an opportunity! | can see it now:

for a certifiably.
OUT OF THIS WORLD
Vacation Experierce
sail, fly or warp-speed yourself o the
Cosmic Continent of Puer:o Rico!
"Great folks. Qur favorite Earihiings.”
—Tke Alpha Centauri S

Obviously disposec to humor the
nomeboys, our guests readily assent
Then, afier | scramble my roops via
cellular phone (trying to assemble &
camera crew at 3:00 ir the morning),
we engage in some small tak wnig
waiting to shoot the Immor:al encorse-
men: spots, Sure encugh. | ascertain
thal our sunny 80/l has been saiected
as Landing Site Ore because the frst
Search for Extraterrestrizl Intelligence
(SETI) signals they received were
transmitted frem the worid-famous
radio telescope stuaied In ine
meouniaing abeve Arecibe. Puertc Rco

Whna: 2 dea ! Are we on the map, o7
wha!? |s our agmission as Amerca’'s
51st s1ate & cinch, or whai? Am | 2s
good as re-elected, or whai?

What, what what? Alzs, the aarm
clock rang ard | weoke ugo. But it surs
was fun while i1 asteg,

Arno Penzias
Vice President of Research. AT&T Bail
Labs

Perscnally, I'd | ke o make sure that
bath sides got a lot of preparatoery

TOP TEN THINGS OMNI THINKS DAVID LETTERMAN WOULD SAY
IF AN ALIEN DELEGATION VISITED EARTH

10. Want tickets to
Miss Saigon?

9. And now, a new
segment on

the show: “Stupid
Alien Tricks!”

8. From our new
home office on the
planet . . .

7. Hey Mujibur and

Sirajul, have we
got a great frip for
you this year!
Exotic locations,
interesting,

um, life-forms . . .

6. Those aliens

have only been here
two days, and
already they've signed
a movie deal and
dated Madonna.

5. So how's Elvis
doing these days?

4. Is it true that

the face on Mars is
really an uncanny
likeness of Michael
Jackson?

3. You know, | saw
ET., and you

guys are much taller
in person,

2. The world leaders
gave the aliens

all kinds of fabuicus,
expensive gifts.

and it turns out all
they really wanted
were some T-shirts
that said, "My
friends visited Earth,
and all | got was
this lousy T-shiri!”

1. Butiafuoco!

42 OMNI




material before the folks In question ac-
tually set flipper on the Earth, Given
their evident technological superiority
we would probably have to take their
peaceful intentions at face value and
help them get as much data about us
as they woula care to have. Hopeiully,
that would give them enough insight to
avoid triggering a social calamity when
one cf them gets on a talk show, or
meels an overly ambitious politician.

Assuming then, that | coulo ieave
such practical cares aside, I'd tell them
about our attempts 1o find the meaning
of life. Like us, they probably know
more than they can prove. Perhaps we
can find some common greund in our
contiemplation of the universe we both
inhabit. I'd sure like to find out,

Dave Barry
Humorist
“Do you guys have cable?”

Paul Bohannan
Anthropologist and writer

What would | say to an "exira-
terrestrial delegation” visiting Earth?

It seems to me that it makes little dif-
ference what we say Far more impor-
tant is that we listen and pay attention

to what we hear Tnhe most importani
single factor would be overcoming our
fears. Human naiure developed evolu-
tionarily in a situation that macde it wise
for us io distrust strangers. First con-
tact between Columbus and the
Caribbean natives began on a friendly
note—out both were soon overcome
by fear; the situation deteriorated fast,
and Columbus kidnapped several of
them. The Pilgrims were greeted in
English when they landed—a local In-
dian had spent twenty years as a slave
in England. recognized them, and
could ialk to them. Unfortunately we
have no record of what either of them
said. Cortes had a clumsy system of in-
terpretation (from Aztec o Mayan via
his Indian mistress and from Mayan to
Spanish via a Spaniard he had "res-
cued" after some years among the
Maya, including a Mayan wife),

The major question: Who s going 10
be the interpreter? Do we trust the inter-
preter? How do we deal with our own ter-
ror that these exiraterrestriais have come
o destroy us? How do we keep from
mobbing or killing or ensiaving them?

Tne problem Is with ourselves at
east as much as with the aliens, no
matier what problems they presen:. We
nave tc be sure we understang what, if
any, problems they do in fact present.

What we hear from inside ourselves—
our ewn fears—is cf far greater mo-
ment than what they near from us (and
without that interpreter, wouldn’t under-
stand in any case). Only then can we
talk to them!
Bruce Campbeil
Actor, The Acdveniures of Brisco
County, Jr., Evil Dead

If friendly aliens happenec upon our
planet, my message to them would be
very simple: “What tcok you so icng?!”

Kirk Fordice
Governor, Mississippi

“Welcome to the Siate of Missis-
sippi, one of fifty United States of
America, on a planet known as Earth.
tnird planet from the sun, lccated in this
beautiful outer fringe of the Milky Way
We greet you in peace.

We welcome you in the same ad-
venturous spirit that led you to break
away from your home pianets—If in-
deed you come from planeis—for we
have & history of courageous agven-
ture all our own. Our country was cis-
covered by 2 man who oravely went
agains! conventional wisdom that the
world was flat in order o found a New
Worid—America. Brave souls from &ll
continents of Earth left the orly homes
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they had ever known to come to this
New World in search of freedom from
oppression of all kinds:

We hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the
pursuit of Happiness.—Declaration of
Independence.

We welcome you also in the names
of the brave men and women of Earth’s
space programs, who gave enor-
mously of their talents and lives to
reach the moon and beyond. As you
pass our only natural satellite, please
note the American flag symbolizing the
“giant leap" of faith, resources, and de-
termination we made in achieving this
victory over the cold void of space. |
deeply regret to say that it has been al-
most a quarter of a century since we
have ventured so far out again, This is
attributable to the shortsightedness of
many of our past and present elected
leaders. It is my sincere hope that this,
100, will pass and that, once again, we
will take to the stars in quest of knowl-
edge and excellence—and the many
benefits that obtaining such knowledge
bestows on all humankind.

We commend your obvious techno-
logical achievements from which we

hope to learn. We invite you to sample
the great literature, artwork of all kinds,
pinnacles of philosophical and reli-
gious thought, and marvelous botany
and wildlife comprising our planet and
history. We are a world and a species
of enormous potential. if you come 1o
evaluate us, judge us on our suc-
cesses as well as our failures. While we
have not always made the best use of
our potential, we are a species of much
courage, capable of great understand-
ing, conviction, and achievement.”

Harlan Mathews
U.S. Senator, Tennessee

| would welcome extraterrestrial visi-
tors to Washington, DC, by telling them
| thought |I'd landed on a different
planet myself when | came here two
and a half years ago, If they'd arrived
during some days of the 108rd Con-
gress, I'd have asked for a lift back to
Tennessee. They'd probably be drop-
ping Elvis at Graceland, anyhow, and
my native Nashville is on the way.

My first words would be directed to
my fellow senators. I'd say that if ex-
traterrestriais can traverse a galaxy to
reach Capitol Hill, Republicans and
Democrats should be able to cross a
carpet to reach a compromise.

1994 was an election year, so ex-

46 OMNI

traterrestrials might be mistaken for
newly arriving senators and congress-
men—many of whom already are sus-
pected of being from another planet.
Of course, the extraterrestrials proba-
ply spent less to get here, and they ar-
rived by spaceship, whereas politcians
usually reach Washington by telling
voters what an awiul place it is.

Most of all, | would welcome our
new friends with a particular hope: that
the people of our worlds—not the gov-
ernments or ambassadors but the
everyday folks who constitute the life of
worlds—will share wondrous possibili-
ties. | would assure them we are not
perfect nor is our Earth ideal. But | also
would say there is something in hu-
manity that tries to rise above our
shortcomings. For that, we are worth
knowing, | woula add my hope that the
meeting of our worlds will make us
both better than we are alone,

Dougias Rushkoff
Author, Cyberia: Life in the Trenches of
Hyperspace

My response may come off as flip at
first, but it really does encapsulate
what |'d say if they came: “Please par-
don our appearance while we remocel.”

Tom Servo
Urbane robot co-host of Mystery
Science Theater 3000

Okay, first off, let's not make the
classic and erroneous assumpuon tha:
anybody who's able to hurl a can a few
dozen light-years is automatically
smarter than us. | mean, sure, it's a mo-
mentous occasion and all, but we don't
have to fall all over ourselves to show
them how friggin’ great they are, o we?

| think you should let me handle this.
First, I'd open with a joke. Let's assume
that if they're so damn smart 0 come
here in the first place, they'd know a lit-
tle of the local tongue. If the aliens had
butts, | might try the classic, "Can |
touch your butt?” That'd catch ‘em off
guard, it always does, If they under-
stood this risky yet sensitive greeting.
they might immediately sense our
strength and vulnerability, the essen-
tially dualistic nature of the earthbound,
eternally struggling for balance and
equanimity, grasping for the serene su-
pernal, yet mired in the physical plane,
the poignant, ironic, fragile state of the
world community. Then perchance they
might offer us their butts to touch, and
a new age for humankind would open.
the childhood endeth, the future made
manifest. a communion trarscending,
beyond time and space.

Then again they might hit me and
go right back where they came from,
so | probably wouldn't open with, “Can |
CONTINUED ON FAGE B2
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touch your butt?" Probably don't have
butts anyway, poor misshapen geeks

I'm sorry, what was the guestion
again?

Walter J. Hickel!
Governor, Alaska

In 1936, | graduated from high
school in Claflin, Kansas. | remember
our teacher telling our graduating class
that within our lifetime, man would walk
on the moon. Now Claflin, Kansas,
which is populated by German
Catholics, was a very religious commu-
nity, and any talk of man going to the
moon—God's moon—was not warmly
received. But | could picture it in my
mind. | saw it as clear as a bell, and
knew it would happen.

Thirty years later, as Secretary of the
Interior, | stood at Cape Kennedy and
watched as Apollo 11 lifted off, des-
tined for the moon.

Since that time, | have been privi-
leged fo sit on the National Space
Board, where the focus of our mission
was to design the first manned colony
on the moon.

| have always believed that mankind
should stap warring and, instead,
channel our energies into pioneering
projects that serve the progress of civi-
lization. Whether that civilization is
within a region, or across international
boundaries, or interplanetary, is not
what's imporiant.

My message to such a delegation of
extraterrestrials would be: "We wel-
come you in peace, We have much to
learn. and much to teach.”

Arthur Miller
Playwright

"Go back! Go back! You can get
killed herel"

Edward G. Rendell
Mayor, Philadelphia

After a guick hello, I'd ask them if
they had a cure for AIDS, unemploy-
ment, crime, drugs, hopelessness, and
the breakdown of the family.

Hope sorings eternal!

Steve Allen
Writer and comedian

To Our Visitors:

We have translated the key part of
your recent message as, "We are peace-
ful, and we’re dropping by for a visit."

If ours were a largely rational uni-
verse, your statement could be taken
at face value. But our own judgment,

on Planet Earth, must inevitably be

conditioned by long centuries of expe-
rience, and it has been our finding that
such protestations, when made by
Earthlings, have often been lies. If you
are indeed peaceful you are unlikely to
consider us warlike. This is not be-
cause of any innate degency on our
part but rather because we fear you,
and this largely because we snow
practically nothing about you.

We assume that because you have
managed to reach our part of space,
you far exceed our own competence in
matters scientific. This, in turn, suggests
that your intelligence is superior to our
own. Unfortunately, there has been no
necessary connection, at least on our
planet, between intelligence and viriue.
50 as regards your gither short-term or
ultimate intentions, we can do little
more, for the present, than hope for the
best. But | must Issue a warning, and it
is one that | hope you will take seri-
ously, In saying this | intend no threat; |
do not warn against acting on such ag-
gressive tendencies as you might har-
bor but rather of ocur own long
habituation to the most bloodthirsty be-
havior. There is scarcely a page of our
history that is not stained with blood.

Secondly you should be aware, for
your own protection, that of all the hun-
dreds of thousands of living creatures
you will find en our planet. we humans
are, beyond the slightest question, the
most dangerous. It is frue that there are
other creatures that can inflict harm,
but they do so purely in self-defense or
in accordance with their own nature, to
satisfy their hunger. That fearful crea-
ture known among humans as the
man-eating shark, for example, knows
nothing of the human emotion of vi-
ciousness. He is simply dangerous to
other creatures when he is hungry. The
aggression of animals, therefore, is en-
tirely understandable. The more omi-
nous aggression of humans has a
large component of irrationality to it.
You will not even be able to depend on
our acting in self-interest, for if that
were our only concern we would
scarcely ever have initiated a war. And
yet wars have not only sporadically
broken out to separate long periods of
peace: it has rather been the other way
around. War seems to be our natural
state, times of peace come about be-
cause of either emotional, physical, or
economic exhaustion. Except for a few
of us—whao are often harshly criti-
cized—we humans do not seem to
have any natural aptitude for peace
whatever, partly, perhaps, because
peace is a blank, a negative, an ab-
sence of something, whereas war is
concrete, definite, and active, You will find
that we humans are remarkably gifted



at waging war, whereas we are clumsy
amateurs when maintaining a peace.

There is a certain amount of grim
numor, | suppose, in the possibility that,
although we have traditionally, histori-
cally been embreiled in tribal rivalries,
your unexpected coming may serve to
bring us together by forcing us to real-
ize that we are, after all, one human
family. But whether this happy outcome
results or not, | would suggest that you
do not long turn your backs on us.

And yet—such is the mystery of life
in our peculiar corner of the universe
that many of us are also capable of the
most exquisitely tender concern for our
fellow creatures, an ability to love that
extends even to the lesser animals, It is
from this primary, primitive emotion, |
suspect, that there comes our some-
times astonishing abllity to create
beauty, whether that attribute takes the
form of painting, music, sculpture, po-
eiry, drama, or any other art.

Perhaps the greatest favor you can
bestow on us is to share your opinion
of the purpose of life, for we

glad you finally got here, Are you feel-
ing jet-lagged, dehydrated, or debili-
tated in any way from your long trip?
It's nice 1o see you."

George Carlin
Comedian

"Get out! Go back! Save your-
selves! You don't know what you're get-
ting into. Prolonged contact with our
species can only degrade your present
standards, whatever they are.”

Bernard Shaw
Principal Anchor, CNN

| would not assume the delegation
could speak or understand English.
Nor would | presume to be Earth's
spokesman. | would run!

Brereton C. Jones
Governor, Kentucky
| was extremely intrigued by your
guestion of how we would welcome an
extraterrestrial delegation visiting Earth.
If a member of the delegation

Chuck Yeager
Brigadier General (Retired), U.S. Air Force
It would depend on who, when, and
where, In my opinion one cannct pre-
dict what one would say to & bunch of
exiraterrestrial beings unless we knew
a few things about the congitions of the
meeting.

William Beecher
Director, Office of Public Affairs for the
U.S. Nuclear Regutatory Commission

My first instinct was a fiip response:
"What would you like for lunch?”

But, since you're obviously serious, |
would ask how we could put together
teams of outstanding specialists from a
cross-section of disciplines to explore
ways of trying to improve the guality of
life on each planet, based on disparate
lessons learned in science, medicing,
history, literature, and the arts.

Harlan Ellison
Writer
If, by some frenzied desalination
of cur murky gene pool

have never known what it is.
There is no shortage of theo-
ries, of course, but they are le-
gion and many are mutually
exclusive. It is tragic, in fact,
that some of our most savage
wars have been among
groups that differed in regard
to this one basic question.
Most of us, in the total ab-
sence of an ability 10 explain
either the physical universe or
the reason for its existence in

“PLEASE DON'T REVEAL THIS IS YOUR FIRST VISIT

OR YOU WILL BREAK THE

HEARTS OF THOUSANDS OF UFO BELIEVERS.”
—PHILIP J. KLASS, UFO DEBUNKER
AND CONTRIBUTING EDITOR OF AVIONICS IN

AVIATION WEEK MAGAZINE

between then and now,
exultantly ridding us of
our hideous and undying
xenophobia, | suggest that
we go out to meet them
buck naked, our hands
emptly and palms up, ex-
tended and open. And
I suggest we say only
this: "Help us. We are
very young and we want
to know."

Alternately, if we don't

the first place, simply assume

that there is some all-powerful spirit
that has created literally everything, But
even our most intuitive theologians
have always been at a loss to explain
why a benevolent deity would create
poisonous snakes and spiders, deadly
plants, and billions of bacteria and
viruses that daily kill millions all over
our planet. It follows, therefore, that if
you are in a position to enlighten us on
'such age-old guestions, we will be pro-
foundly grateful,

Helen Gurley Brown
Editor, Cosmopolitan

| don't mean to be too sensible or
realistic, but | doubt | would be able to
get anyplace near the peaceful ex-
traterrestrials who visited Earth. They
would immediately be snapped up by
Hard Copy. Prime Time, 20/20, |.C.M.,
Creative Artists and other talent agen-
cies, Elite and Eileen Ford and other
modeling agencies, and asked to be
guests of honor at a dozen fundrais-
ers . . . how could you get to them? If |
ever did, | would just say, "Hello, I'm
84 OMNI

stated, “Take me to your leader," |
could explain that | am the leader of a
proud group of people known as Ken-
tuckians. | also would explain that we
are a peace-loving people, and we are
interested in learning about the other
beings in the universe.

In addition, | would want to give them
two items that | believe would best ex-
plain who we are as a country, | would
present io them a copy of the U.S,
Constitution, and a copy of the Bible.

The Constitution, | would tell them,
is the compilation of rules that we as a
people have chosen to follow.

The Bible, | would continue, is the
compilation of rules that our Creator
has chosen for us to follow.

I would explain that we do not al-
ways abide by all of these rules, but
that we are striving to do so, and that is
our uitimate goal.

Then, | would conclude by inviting
them to stay awhile, and sample some
of the many advantages Kentucky has
to offer. They are simply out of this

world!

get the clean-up time, if it
happens tomorrow or Thursday, then
there is only one thing we should say to
visiting aliens, and it is this:

"So? You had a nice trip? Are you
tired, want to wasn up, have a bite to
eat? A nice piece of brisket, maybe;
some fresh fruit? Sweetheart, you'll
suck an orange, you'll feel so re-
freshed! Then we can chat.”

Lawrence Ferlinghetti
Poet
Who could translate?

Robin Leach
Host, Lifestyles of the Rich and
Famous

“Welcome—we hope you find us
peaceful, too. What took you so long?
We always believed you were out
there! Would you like some cham-
pagne and caviar to celebrate your ar-
rival? Then we have a million questions
to ask you; especially, how long have
you existed and how long have you
known about us? And did you see
ET7'CA
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