




The alien spacecraft settles noiselessly 
to the ground. Having ·oeen alerted by 
radio signals several weeks before of 
the exuaterrestrlals' peaceful diplomatic 
miss'on to Earth, world leaoers stand 
ready to welcome the visitors As t"'le 
aliens emerge. President Clinton steps 
forward on behalf of his peers to greet 
t"lem. He extends r 1s nano a'1d says . . 

Well your guess is as gooo as oLrs 
ori that cour· 

Omni asked Cl r to"'I recently w1a: 
'le woL d say 10 st.er an Jrorece­
derneo oelegatt0n He reve• ·esporded 
Ne.tre• did First Lady H ary Rodham 
C nton. V ce President Al Go•e l/'./t' te 
HoJse se'11or adv ser Geo•ge S:eo'lan­
opou cs. or tl'le members o' the cabine: 
Heal:h·care re'orm the cri"'ie b , and 
not rivao ng Haiti do 'T1ake for a busy 
schedule, but coulon't they have foLnd 
just a coLple of minutes ;o ponoer sLch 
ar ntrlgu1ng scenario, oartlcularly in an 
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era wren more peop e than ever before 
believe that we are not alo1e In the 
universe? Or, for tne conspiracy-minded, 
do they nave somethir g lo h'de? 

We posed our ques:io1 to every 
r"ember of Congress, too, and we're 
glad to ·epon tna: one 1ntreoid senator 
from Tennessee sem us a del grtful 
a'lo 'lS gr1tiul answer, 1..velcoming our 
'ict'onal vis tors as only a de1 zer of 
Capitol Hi I coJ c 'Ne ca'lvassec 
sta"ers i'1 v:r.ually every oranc1 o'. t'le 
feoe•al gove•nmert as we I, anc the 
three responses p·ove trat wr1 e 
nJmcr may oe ra•e 1"deec i'1 the 
goverrme"'t. i:'s 'lot al:oge:her ex: net 

We dicn't ·est•ic: our SLrvey :o :he 
u S gove•r~ert vVe asi<ed worid 
eaders, gcverno·s of all 50 sta:es and 
tre US. ter· tor es. mayors o' major 
U.S. cities. and in'IL..eri tial I gJres n tne 
arts, sc·ence. :he med ia. a'ld other 
.fie ds. Four gover'lors ar d or e mayor 

se'lt us thougr:ful responses, w t'l t1e 
wily governor of Puer :o Rico cor ­
coc:ing a truly siellar ac campaign for 
his island's tourism industry. 

We heard from three Pul i tze r 
Pr•ze winners· Playv.;r gr1 Artrur 1v11 ler 
delivered a cautiora·y r'1 essage to 
would-be visitors. 1umorist Dave Ba•ry 
ras a press 119 qJes:ic,., o' his ow1. 
ard Bloom Cour.iy a"'l d Out!ar1d 
ca·:oo'1 s: 3erke ey Breathed relayeo 
his ve•sior of Opus tre ~ergJi1·s ciose 
erco..ir:e· cf tre t'w:t kind 

Cosmopoli:afl editor reler GL..r ey 
Brow1 re-1nded LS r '19' resocrse 
tnat trave ing hv1orecs of ligrt-yea'S 
mJst oe :err 01y drair ng No: to wo"y 
Ltfesry!es of /lie R:c.>i and Famous 'lost 
~ob1n Leacr and autro· '-iarlar E sor 
have '1gu•eo out :'le perfect refresr­
IT'ents to offer pec-<isr extra:er·estria's. 

Those are Just a few of t'le fasci­
na ti '1g respo nses we rece ive d. 

I 
Actually, some of the ro;es f·orr our 
survey SJbjec ts tell ing us wry they 
couldn't ansv.;er o·Jr te;ter were even 
more entertaining. James Earl Jones, 
who gave voice to tl'e most mposing 
' ic tlonal a ien arourd. Darth Vader, 
told us v a 1is pJbl cist :hat r-e·s "rot 
comfortaole wit1 iris k l'"lO of ar:icle 
and does not feel ne has al'"lytr ng to 
say 1n :h s contex: ' Mary a'ld gove·rior 
Will am Oo'1a d Scraefer orefe•s n.ot 
10 commer: er ooss be ex;·aterrest•ial 
be1rgs vs l rg Eart1 • Dav c Letter~ar 
accoroing :o h s exec1..1 ve assis:a11 s 
cur•ent y ou:t rg al of ,., s energ es 

i:ito ..,..ak ng t'le s'low a comcle:e SLc­
cess • We we·e '100 ng :ra: Dave woLl:t 
de ver Ol'le of rs tracemark Tep Te1 
sts out s•'lce "'le d1dr: come :r·c.;gh. 

we went aheac a1d maoe .;p ou· own. 
Now we'd 11-<e to "'lear 'rom Omn1s 

readers. What woulo you say :c a 
oeacefJI alien de.egacion to Eartri? 

::ve', oa,. radio :e escooes aroLnd 
ire 1»0' a 15;.;r fc· s.gria s e"'ia· 
naung 'ror- c ·,1 za:.ors o..itsioe 01.ir 
solar sys:err reao the letter Omni 
se1t o..it ast summer "Whal would 
hapoen f they pic-<ed up these 
lorg-awa1ted sigrais? W'1al woL d 
haope1 1f wren trans ated, lrose 
s g"la1s sad, 'We are peacefu, and 
we re C'OPP ng by fo• a v1s1:? 

Vvra: wo;;ld yo:; say to :rose 
vs tc·s ... ~er. ;hey landeo? 

Send yoJr greeting, alorg wi:n 
yOJ' ra ...... e city ano s;ate tc 
Readers' i=1'Sl Co'1:ac· Omr.:. 324 
West Wendove· Avenue SJite ~5 
Gree.,sboro. No'l'1 Caro ,ra 27408 
Or yOL ..,..ay E-mail yo.;r resoorse :o 
om'lireoly@-ao com. A I respo'lses 
""us1 be rece;ved by Feb'Jary 28 
'Ne P'i'lt tre oes: ir an uocomirg 
iSSL..e. 

IX 

Josepl1 Duffey 
Director U S Information Agency 

I would be torn, as many m1g'1t oe 
o e:ween th e impulse to be oh so 
serious and the imou se to oe ve·y 
very si lly. In a1y case st..brnlt to you 
lwo greetir gs, or e for each lmpL se· 

Al ast! An mpart al JJry for tre 0 
J. Si,..,.,psor :r al. .. 

·we come. s1range·s Were ~-:> ... 
lonely :oo?" 

Jar.e A!exar:der 
Cha1rrnan. Na;:or.ai Er:oo.·.me .. : ·o· "'; 
Arts 

wc;;lc say. ·Let ""e she:. :C ... :,ra· 
1t mears to ce 'lL.ma'l ..:.'"':: : .. ~r 
'NOLld :ake t'ler- 10 t"'e : .. :a::· : .. e 
syn-.orony ra tre ooera .. :.,se :'"'e 
""'Ovies. tre mL..sev··s :. ~ v o sro ... 
them OJ' g rea: a·cr te~·;;re anc 
des g., ·sac pos~s ;e stories to 
t'lem. take trem :o see ire pa nt11gs of 
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da Vinci, Georg ia O'Keeffe, a'ld 
p ,casso, to a Greek :rageoy or a 
comedy by Shakespeare. to hear Louis 
Armstrong. Mozart, ano Oklahoma! I 
wou d show them :re grace of dancers, 
:re e egarce of a oow passeo across 
:re violi"l's s:rings. and t"le O'Cfu'ldity o! 
a er c draw ng a 01ct1 .. re o' rer r-otrier 
Ard ttien. after a crash covse in our 
culture. when they gair 1'lsight ir:o oLr 
i ....... agina1ive li'e. our ULest expressiors 
of our humanity. I woJld ask tnem: ·what 
is art where you live?" Anc I would 
rope to be swept up by the·r story 
Arid I wo..ild riope that we coJld go on 
telling each other our stories long after 
they had in:endeo to fly away. 

Leonard Nimoy 
Actor and director 

Due to language barriers and o;her 
sociological co'lsioerations. it s highly 
Lnltkely tha: we will have any SJccess 
w :r verbal cof""muri cat ons. I 1ave 
1here'ore randec tne ass1gn ....... eri t to my 
frie'lo , Spock. who is highly s~i l ec 1n 
noriverbal diplomacy. I nave g'eat trust 
that he wil ral"o e matters successfully 

Berkeley Breamed 
Cartoorns!. Bloom Cou'lty Outlarc 

Prior t es wou d "lave iO oe oec1deo. 
of course. Natvally officia vicum 
s:aLJs woJld neeo to be estab s1ed, a 
grievance group :ou'lded. and letter­
heads des1gred A suitable :e'm to· 
treir m rarity would r.eed to be 
determined eve'l beiore :heir 'eel or 
tentacles O' ambt..latory hair 'o'licles 
reached tre ground from t'le r craft. 
For instance. "alien o f co.or' or "non-

O .. t a1j s Opus 1t1e Pe:1guin corr.cares 
s-::J...;!S lt1tn an exiraterres:ria: 

color 1' p gmert-challerged The Los 
Ange es TirrJes woL.ld have to be 
nforrr5c o; :'lese terms ard :191' 

stylecc.c,{ aopropr ately cnanged. 
A: r1a: ooir: we could move 10·1,varo 

to na 111g down a merchandis ng deal. 
Anyt'11rig eise wo,Jld be small talk. 

Peoro f?ossefi6 
Go" e""or Puerto Rico 

=r end!y star-;ravelers ar•ive. How 
oo greet t1em? 

A rigr: . Let's see. 
Nell. I gJess I could do wo·se than 

to give them our sta'lda'd lrea:mert ... 
Welcome :o Puerto Rico. the 

Uri:ed States lslaro o' Erc'lar:mer: 1 
tne Cafboean Sea and- since t"le 
ro'1or see~s to '"lave fallen to me-en 
beria, o' a I Goo's creatues O'l this 
p a1e:. welcome :o Ear:h: 

Assumin·g :1ey urderswoo tha: 
m•Jch i1 either Span sr O' Ergl st' I 
rr ight t1er be irso1·ed to aod .. 

"Don t :a -<e :111s wro'lg. esteemed 
vs to's. oLl ycv decioedly extra­
ter•estr al appearance-cot-p ed with 
you' magrificent venicle- have giver 
me an irresis: be idea: Co Jld you 

possibly stay around lorg e101.,gh to 
cio a coJple o: :our1sm-i:; 'omot ori 
co'Tlmerc a s for us?" 

W>iat a1 opportunity! I cari see i; 1o·N: 

lo' a ce1 f ably. 
ou- OF -H·S WORLD 
Vaca: O'l Experierce 

sail fly or warp-soeeo yo1.;rsel' co :he 
Cos ....... ic Cor: nent o' P Jer:o Abo 

"G•ea: 'o ks Ou· favor 1e Eanhh1gs. 
- Tre Alpha Centauri s·x 

Oov ously disooseo to ru~.or :re 
nor"eboys. our guests readily assent 
T'1er, af:er I scramble my :·oops v a 
cellular prone (trying to assemble a 
camera crev·/ at 3.00 ir :he morning), 
we engage in some sr<all ta k whl .e 
waiting to shoot the lmmor:al erdorse­
men: spots. Sure eMugh. I ascerta1r 
t'1a: our sJrny so ras oeen se ec:ed 
as Laro11g Site Ore because :he i rst 
Searer 'or Extra:errestrial lrtel igerce 
(SETI) s1g1als they rece ved were 
traris-r1 tted frcm 1he word-famous 
rad io telescope s tJa1ed in t1e 
mour:a11s above Arecibo. PLe·to R co 

W"la· c. dea ' Are we 01- I'le map O' 

11nar> Is oJr ao~ ,ss1on as Amer ca s 
5 ·st s:ate a c '1Ch O' wna;? Am as 
good as re-elec~ed or whaf? 

'v'lha:. what wriat? Alas, the a arm 
clock rang ard I wc1<e uo BL.: i: sure 
was fun vmile I asteo. 

Arno Per.z1as 
Vice Pres1aem of Research. AT & T Be11 
Laos 

Personally. I C1 ke to ~ake sure rhac 
both sides go1 a lot of preparatory 

mp TEN THINGS OMNI THINKS DAVID lETTERMAN WOUlD SAY 
IF AN AllEN DELEGATION VISITED EARTH 

10. Want tickets to Sirajul, have we 5. So how's Elvis 2. The world leaders 
Miss Saigon? got a great trip for doing these days? gave the aliens 

you this year• a kinds of fabulous. 
9. And now. a new Exotic locations. 4. Is t true that expensive g:tts. 
segment on interesting. the face on Mars 1s and it turns out all 
tne show. "Stupid um, life-forms realty an uncanny they really wanteo 
Alien Tricks!' likeness of Michael were some T-shirts 

6. Those aliens Jackson? that said. "My 
8. From our new have only been here friends visited Earth, 
home office on the two days. and 3. You know, I saw and all 1 got was 
planet .. already they've signed E.T .. and you this lousy T-shirt! " 

a movie deal and guys are much taller 
7. Hey Mujibur and dated Madonna. in person. 1. Bunafuoco! 
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ma1erial before tl'e folks In QJes:ion ac-
11..ally set 1lipper on the Eart'l. G 've'l 
their evide'lt techno:ogical sJperior1ty 
we woJld orobably l'ave to :ake their 
peacefu n:ent1ons a' 'ace vall,,e and 
help tl'em get as mJCI' da;a about us 
as t11ey woulo care to have Hopefu y. 
that would give them enoJgh nsight to 
avoid triggering a social calamity wren 
one of triem gets or a :alk show or 
mee;s a"l over y amoitious oolitician. 

Assuming then, :ha: I coulo eave 
SJCh pract cal cares asioe, ·a tell them 
aoot..t our a:tempts :o f 1d the 'T'ea1i11g 
of life Like us, trey probab 1y krow 
more than ;hey ca., prove Perhaps we 
can find some common grourd 1n our 
conte11pla1 on of the universe we bo;h 
inhabi t. I'd sure like to find out. 

Dave Barry 
Humorist 

"Do you guys have caole?" 

Paul Bohannan 
Anthropolog1si and writer 

What would I say to ar "ex;ra­
terrestr1al delegation· visit1r:g Earth? 

It seems to me that t ""akes little dif­
'erence wrat we say Far 'l'O'e impor­
tant is tnat we lis:en ard pay attention 

G R E A T 
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to what •;..re hear Trie rrost i'11oortam 
sirg.e factor would oe overcom '19 our 
rears. Hu'fan na:u•e develooed evolt..­
tionarily '1 a situat on :hat maoe 1t wise 
'or us to ::iistrust strargers First con­
:ac1 between Co umbt..s a'ld the 
Caribbean natives began on a fr endly 
note-ouc bot'l were soon overco"'1e 
by tear; the si1uatior deteriorated 'as~ 
ard Columbus kidnapoea several of 
ther-i Tr e Pilgrims were greeted i'l 
Eng sh whe1 t1ey landed-a local ln­
d1ar had speri :wenty years as a slave 
1n Engla 'lc. recogr1zed them and 
could ialk to them Un'o•turately we 
have no record o' 1tt1rat eitre• of :l'e...., 
saia Cortes rad a c Jmsy system ot in­
terpre:atior (from Aztec ;o Mayan via 
his Indian mis;ress ard from Mayan to 
Spanish via a Spariiard he had ''res­
cued" after some years among the 
Maya. including a Mayan wiie), 

The ma1or ques110'1: Who is going ;o 
be 1he intarprete•? Do we trust the inter­
preter? How do we deal w1t'1 our own ter­
ror tl'a: t1ese ex:raterrestr as !'ave come 
;o des1roy Ls? !-cow do we keep frori 
moboi:lg or kilh1g O' ens aving tnem? 

Tie orob em s 1N·:r 01..rse ves a: 
eas1 as r uc'l as with t'le al1e1s, no 
ma::e· w1at oroblems tney p•eser:. We 
'lave to be sve we t..nderstano wha:. i' 
any, problems ;hey do in fact presen: 

M 0 M E 
r 

SATIRE BY ERIC JAY DECETIS 

What we hear 'ram inside ourse'ves­
our own 'ea·s- s of fa· greater rro­
mer1 than what they 1ear from us (and 
without :hat 1r:e•preter. woulor ': urder­
stand n any case). Oily the1 can we 
talk to t'leml 

Bruce Campbell 
Actor The Aoven;ures of Brisco 
County, Jr . Evil Dead 

f frienaly aliens happe1eo upon our 
plal"let rry message to them wou d be 
very s mple· ·wha1 took you so ong?'' 

Kiri< Fordice 
Governor. Mississippi 

·we come to ire Sta:e of Missis­
sipp , O'le of fifty United S'.a:es ot 
America, on a planet Krown as Eartn 
t:1ird planet from tre sun. localed in :rs 
beautiful outer fringe of the Milky Way 
We greet you 1n peace. 

We welcome you in the same ad­
ventu rous spirit that led you to break 
away 'rom your home p arets-1f in­
deed you come from p.ane:s- for we 
rave a history of courageous adven­
t(;re a 01,,r own. Ou• country v1as cs­
covered by a ...,an who oravely wert 
aga1rs: conventional w sdom tra: :ne 
world was flat in oroe· to fourd a New 
Wor d-A-ner ca Brave souls fron- all 
conurents of Eartn le't the orly homes 
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they had ever known to come to this 
New World in search of freedom from 
oppression of all kinds: 

We hold these truths to be self-evi­
dent, that all men are created equal. 
that they are endowed by thelf Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights. that 
among these are Life, Liberty. and the 
pursuit of Happiness. -Declaration of 
Independence. 

We welcome you also in the names 
of the brave men and women of Eartn's 
space programs, who gave enor­
mously of their talents and lives to 
reach the moon and beyond. As you 
pass our only natural satelli te. please 
note the American flag symbolizing the 
"giant leap" of faith, resources. ana de­
termination we made in achieving this 
victory over the cold void of space. I 
deeply regret to say that it has been al­
most a quarter of a century since we 
have ventured so far out again. This is 
attributable to the shortsightedness of 
many of our past and present elected 
leaders. It is my sincere hope that this, 
too, wi ll pass and that, once again, we 
will take to the stars in quest of knowl­
edge and excellence-and the many 
benefits that obtaining such knowledge 
bestows on all humankind 

We commena your obvious techno­
logical achievements from which we 
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hope to learn. We invite you to sample 
the great literature, artwork of all kinds. 
pinnacles of phi losophical and reli­
gious thought, and maNelous botany 
and wildliie comprising our planet and 
history. We are a world and a species 
of enormous potential. If you come to 
evaluate us, 1udge us on our suc­
cesses as well as our failures. While we 
have not always made the best use of 
our potential, we are a species of much 
courage. capable of great understano­
ing, conviction, arid achievement • 

Harlan Mathews 
U.S. Senator, Tennessee 

I would welcome extraterrestrial visi­
tors to Washington, DC, by telling them 
I thought I'd landed on a different 
planet myself when I came here two 
and a half years ago. If they'd arrived 
during some days of the 103rd Con­
gress. I'd have asked for a lift back to 
Tennessee. They'd prooably be drop­
ping Elvis at Graceland. anyhow, and 
my native Nashville is on the way 

My first words would be directed to 
my fellow senators. I'd say that 1f ex­
traterrestrials can traverse a galaxy to 
reach Capitol Hill Republicans and 
Democrats should be able to cross a 
carpet to reach a compromise. 

1994 was an election year, so ex-

traterrestrials might be mistaken for 
newly arriving senators and congress­
men-many of whom already are sus­
pected of being from another planet. 
Of course, me extraterrestrials proba­
oly spem less to get here. and they ar­
rived by spaceship. whergas pol11.c.ans 
usually reach Washington by tel ling 
voters wnat an awful place it is. 

Most of all, I would welcome our 
new friends with a part.cular hope· that 
the people of our worlds-not tre gov­
ernments or ambassadors but t'"le 
everyday folks who constitme the life of 
worlds-will share wondrous possib1li· 
ties. I would assure thern we are not 
perfect nor is our Earth ideal. Bllt I also 
would say there is something in hu­
man 1ty that tr ies to rise above our 
shortcomings. For that. we are worth 
knowing. I would add my hope that the 
meeting of our worlds will make us 
both better than we are alone. 

Douglas Rusnkoff 
Author, Cyberia: Life 1n the Trenches of 
Hyperspace 

My response may come off as flip at 
fi rst, but 1t rea ly does encapsulate 
wnat I'd say if they came: "Please par­
don our appearance wrile •Ne rel"')()oe 

Tom Servo 
Urbane robot co-host of Mystery 
Science Theater 3000 

Okay. 'irst off let's not make the 
classic and erro1eous assump<Jo1 tna; 
anybody who's able to hu•I a can a few 
dozen ltgnt-years is automatical•y 
smarter than us. I mean. sure, it's a mo­
mentous occasion and all, bi.,1 we aon't 
have to fall all over ourselves to show 
them how 'riggin' great they are. ao we? 

I think you should let me handle tri1s. 
First, I'd open with a JOke. Let's assume 
that if they're so damn sman to come 
here in the first place, they'd know a lit· 
tie of the local tongue. If the aliens had 
butts, I might try the c lassic, "Can I 
toucn your buttr Tnafd catch 'er1 off 
guard; it always does. If they unoer­
stood this risky yet sensitive greeting. 
they might immediately sense ou r 
strength and vulnerability, trie essen­
:1a1ty dualistic naiure o' the ear;hoourid. 
eternally struggling for balance ano 
equanimity. grasping for the serene su­
pernal. yet mired in the physical plane, 
the poignant. ironic. fragile state of the 
world communiiy. Then perchance they 
might of'er us their butts to touch. and 
a new age for humankind would open 
the childhood endeth, the future made 
manifest. a communion trarscending, 
beyond time and space. 

Then again they might h t me and 
go right back where they came from. 
so I probably wouldn't open witn, "Can I 
:::O'rlNUED ON PAGE 82 



COMPUTE BOOKS 
GIANT 

CLEARANCE 
SALE 

Flying On Instruments with Flight Simulator 
Reg. 14.95 Sale 5.00 

Quick & Easy Gulde to lotus 1·2·3 
Reg. 14.95 Sale 5.00 

Learning to Fly with Flight Simulator 
Reg. 14.95 Sale 5.00 

Flight Simulator Odyssey 
Reg. 14.95 Sale S.00 

Complete SuperCard Handbook 
Reg. 23.95 Sale 7.00 

Exec Guide to LAN 
Reg. 18.95 Sale 8.00 

Off. Bk of leisure Sult Larry, 2nd edition 
Reg. 12.95 Sale 5.00 

Hints, Maps, Sol. to Comp Adv. Games 
Reg. 16.95 Sale 7.00 

Guide to Nintendo Games 
Reg. 9.95 Sale 4.00 

Official Book of Ultimo, first edition 
Reg. 14.95 Sale 5.00 

Nintendo Secrets 
Reg. 8.95 Sale 4.00 

Off. Gd. to Jack Nlcldvs Computer Golf 
Reg. 12.95 Sale 5.00 

Off. Bk of Roger Wilco, first edition 
Reg. 14.95 Sale 5.00 

COMPUTE!'s Guide to Sega Genesis 
Reg. 9.95 Sale 4.00 

Conquering Zelda, first edition 
Reg. 7.95 Sale 3.00 

Big Books of PC Sports 
Reg. 14.95 Sale 5.00 

Official Guide to Mega Man 
Reg. 7. 95 Sale 3.00 

Conq. Super Marlo Bros. first edition 
Reg. 7. 95 Sale 3.00 

Guide to Nintendo Adventure Games 
Reg. 7.95 Sale 3.00 

Nintendo Tips & Tricks, V.1 
Reg. 9.95 Sale 4.00 

Big Book of Nintendo Gomes 
Reg. 16.95 Sale 5.00 

Sego CD Sourcebook 
Reg. 12.95 Sale 4.00 

Official Guide To Sonic the Hedgehog, Rev. 
Reg. 12.95 Sale 6.00 

To oroer send Ille tolal amounl du. plJS $2,50 lo1 sNpping 
and handing (U.S., S4 lO Canada and S6 otller) to CQM. 
PUT£ Books. c/o CCC, 2500 McClellan Ave •• 
Pennsauken, NJ 08109. (~sldQl\IS ol NC, NJ, and NY 
please add appropriate tu; canadia11 orders add 7% 
Goods and Seivices T8.le.) VISA and Mastercard accepled: 
be sure 10 Include your account number. expiration date, 
and signattue. All orders must be pald In U.S. funds d1aW11 
on a U.S. bank. FAX credit card orders accepled at 910· 
275·9837.0ffer good only while supplies last and expires 
on January 31, 1995. 

All EN 
CONTINUED FROM Pt>.GE •6 

touch your butt?" Probably don't have 
butts anyway, poor misshapen geeks ... 

I'm sorry, what was the question 
again? 

Walter J. Hickel 
Governor, Alaska 

In 1936. I g raduated from high 
school in Claflin, Kansas. I remember 
our teacher telling our graduating class 
that within our lifetime, man would walk 
on the moon. Now Claflin , Kansas, 
which is popu lated by German 
Catholics, was a very religious commu­
nity, and any talk of man going to the 
moon- God's moon-was not warmly 
received. But I cou ld picture it in my 
mind. I saw it as clear as a bell , and 
knew it would happen. 

Thirty years later, as Secretary of the 
Interior, I stood at Cape Kennedy and 
watched as Apollo 11 lifted off, des­
tined for the moon. 

Since that time, I have been privi­
leged to sit on the National Space 
Board, where the focus of our mission 
was to design the first manned colony 
on the moon. 

I have always believed that manktnd 
should stop warring and. instead. 
channel our energies into pioneering 
projects that serve the progress of civi-
1 i za tion. Whether that civilization Is 
within a region, or across international 
boundaries , or interplanetary. is not 
what's important. 

My message to such a delegation of 
extraterrestrials would be: "We wel­
come you in peace. We have much' to 
learn, and much to teach." 

Arthur Miller 
Playwright 

"Go back! Go back! You can get 
ki lled here! " 

Edward G. Rendell 
Mayor, Philadelphia 

After a quick hello, I'd ask them if 
they had a cure for AIDS, unemploy­
ment, crime. drugs, hopelessness. and 
the breakdown of the family. 

Hope springs eternal! 

Steve Allen 
Writer and comedian 

To Our Visitors: 
We have translated the key part of 

your recent message as, "We are peace­
ful, and we're dropping by for a visit." 

If ours were a largely rational uni­
verse, your statement could be taken 
at face value. But our own judgment, 
on Planet Earth . must inevitably be 

conditioned by long centuries of expe­
rience, and it has been our finding that 
such protestations. when made by 
Earthlings, have often been lies. If you 
are indeed peaceful you are unlikely to 
consider us warlike. This is not be­
cause of any innate deoency on our 
part but rather because we fear you, 
and this largely because n~ ··-= 
practically nothing about you. 

We assume that because you have 
managed to reach our part of space, 
you far exceed our own competence in 
matters scientific. This. in turn, suggests 
that your intelligence is superior to our 
own. Unfortunately, there has been no 
necessary connection, at least on our 
planet, between intel ligence and virtue. 
so as regards your either short-term or 
ultimate intentions, we can do litt le 
more, for the present, t11an hope tor the 
best. But I must issue a warning, and it 
is one that I hope you will take seri­
ously. In saying this I intend no threat; I 
do not warn against acting on such ag­
gressive tendencies as you might har· 
bor but rather of ou r own long 
habituation to the most bloodthirsty be­
havior. There is scarcely a page of our 
history that is not stained with blood. 

Secondly you should be aware, for 
your own protection, that of all the hun­
dreds of thousands of living creatures 
you will find on our planet, we humans 
are. beyond the slightest question, the 
most dangerous. It is true that there are 
other creatures that can inflict harm. 
but they do so purely in self-defense or 
in accordance with their own nature, to 
satisfy their hunger. Thai iearful crea­
ture known among humans as the 
man-eating shark, for example, knows 
nothing of the human emotion of vi­
ciousness. He is simply dangerous to 
other creatures when he is hungry. The 
aggression of animals, therefore, is en· 
tirely understandable. The more omi· 
nous aggression of humans has a 
large component of irrationality to it. 
You will not even be able to depend on 
our acting in self-interest, for if that 
were our only conce rn we would 
scarcely ever have initiated a war. And 
yet wars have not only sporad ically 
broken out to separate long periods of 
peace: it has rather been the other way 
around. War seems to be our natural 
state. ltmes of peace come about be­
cause of either emotional. physical, or 
economic exhaustion. Except for a few 
of us-who are often harshly criti · 
cized-we humans do not seem to 
have any natural aptitude for peace 
whatever. partly, perhaps, because 
peace is a blank, a negative, an ab­
sence of something, whereas war is 
concrete, definite, and active. You will find 
that we humans are remarkably gifted 



at waging war, whereas we are clumsy 
amateurs when maintaining a peace. 

There is a certain amount of grim 
humor, I suppose, in the possibility that. 
although we have traditionally, histori­
cally been embroiled in tribal rivalries, 
your unexpected coming may serve to 
bring us together by forcing us to real­
ize that we are, after all, one human 
family. But whether this happy outcome 
results or not, I would suggest ihat you 
do not long turn your backs on us. 

And yet- such is the mystery of life 
in our peculiar corner of the universe 
that many of us are also capable of the 
most exquisitely tender concern for our 
fellow creatures, an ability to love that 
extends even to the lesser animals. It is 
from this primary, primitive emotion. I 
suspect, that there comes our some­
times aston ishing ab ility to c reate 
beauty, whether that attribute takes the 
form of painting, music, sculpture, po­
etry, drama, or any other art. 

Perhaps the greatest favor you can 
bestow on us is to share your opinion 
of the purpose of life, for we 

glad you finally got here. Are you feel­
ing jet-lagged, dehydrated, or debili­
tated in any way from your long trip? 
It's nice to see you." 

George Carlin 
Comedian 

"Get out! Go back! Save your­
selves! You don't know .what you're get­
ting into. Prolonged contact with our 
species can only degrade your present 
standards. whatever they are." 

Bernard Shaw 
Principal Anchor, CNN 

I would not assume the delegation 
could speak or understand Engl ish . 
Nor wou ld I presume to be Earth's 
spokesman. I would run! 

Brereton C. Jones 
Governor, Kentucky 

I was extremely intrigued by your 
question of how we would welcome an 
extraterrestrial delegation visiting Earth. 

If a member of the de legation 

Chuck Yeager 
Brigadier General (Retired), U.S. Air Force 

It would depend on who, when, and 
where. In my opinion one cannot pre­
dict what one would say to a bunch of 
extraterrestrial beings unless we knew 
a few things about tlle conditions of the 
meeting. 

William Beecher 
Director, Office of Public Affairs for the 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

My first instinct was a flip response: 
"What would you like for lunch?" 

But, since you're obviously serious, I 
would ask how we could put together 
teams of outstanding specialists from a 
cross-section of disciplines to explore 
ways of trying to improve the quality of 
life on each planet, based on disparate 
lessons learned in science, medicine, 
history, literature, and the arts. 

Harlan Ellison 
Writer 

If, by some frenzi ed desalination 
of our murky gene pool 

have never known what it is. 
There is no shortage of theo­
ries, of course, but they are le­
gion and many are mutually 

"PLEASE DON'T REVEAL THIS IS YOUR FIRST VISIT 
between th en and now. 
exultantly riddi ng us of 
our hideous and und~1ing 

OR YOU WILL BREAK THE xenophobia. I suggest that 
exclusive. It is tragic, in fact, 
that some of our most savage 
wars have been among 
groups that differed in regard 

HEARTS OF THOUSANDS OF UFO BELIEVERS." 
we go out lo meet them 
buck naked, our hands 
empty and palms up, ex-

-PHILIP J. KLASS, UFO DEBUNKER tended and open. And 
to this one basic question . 
Most of us, in the total ab­
sence of an ability to explain 
either the physical universe or 

AND CONTRIBUTING EDITOR OF AVIONICS IN 
I suggest we say on ly 
this: "Help us. We are 
very young and we want 

the reason for its existence In 
the first place, simply assume 
that there is some all-powerful spiri t 
that has created literally everything. But 
even our most intuitive theologians 
have always been at a loss to explain 
why a benevolent deity would create 
poisonous snakes and spiders, deadly 
plants, and bill ions of bacteri a and 
viruses that daily kill millions all over 
our planet. It follows, therefore, that if 
you are in a position to enlighten us on 
such age-old questions, we will be pro­
foundly grateful. 

Helen Gurley Brown 
Editor. Cosmopolitan 

I don't mean to be too sensible or 
realistic, but I doubt I would be able to 
get anyplace near the peaceful ex­
traterrestrials who visited Earth. They 
would immediately be snapped up by 
Hard Copy. Prime Time, 20/20, l.C.M., 
Creative Artists and other talent agen­
cies, Elite and Eileen Ford and other 
modeling agencies. and asked to be 
guests of honor at a dozen ft.mdrais­
ers . . . how could you get to them? If I 
ever did, I would just say, "Hello, I'm 
8&. OMNI 
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stated , "Take me to your leader," I 
could explain that I am the leader o• a 
proud group of people known as Ken­
tuckians. I also would explain that we 
are a peace-loving people, and we are 
interested in learning about the other 
beings in the universe. 

In addition, I would want to give them 
two items that I believe would best ex­
plain who we are as a country. I would 
present to them a copy of the U.S. 
Constitution, and a copy of the Bible. 

The Constitution. I would tell them, 
is the compilation of rules that we as a 
people have chosen to follow. 

The Bible. I would continue. is the 
compilaiion of rules that our Creator 
has chosen for us to follow. 

I would explain that we do not al­
ways abide by all of these rules, but 
that we are striving to do so, and that is 
our ultimate goal. 

Then, I would conclude by inviting 
them to stay awhile. and sample some 
of the many advantages Kentucky has 
to offer. They are simply out of thi s 
world ! 

to know." 
Alternately, if we don't 

get the clean-up time, if it 
happens tomorrow or Thursday, then 
there is only one thing we should say to 
visiting aliens, and it is this: 

"So? You had a nice trip? Are you 
tired, want to wash up, have a biie to 
eat? A nice piece of brisket, maybe; 
some fresh fruit? Sweetheart, you'll 
suck an orange, you ' ll fee l so re­
freshed! Then we can chat. " 

Lawrence Ferlinghetti 
Poet 

Who could translate? 

Robin Leach 
Host , Lifestyles of the Rich and 
Famous 

"Welcome-we hope you find us 
peaceful, too. What took you so long? 
We a lways believed you were out 
there! Wou ld you like some cham­
pagne and caviar to celebrate your ar­
rival? Then we have a million questions 
to ask you~ especially, how long have 
you existed and how long have you 
known about us? And d id you see 
E. T?"OO 
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